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Please show some respect for Ely, Kate

June 28 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

After seeing Kate Bassett’s drawings of Ely, in the Echo on June 24, I felt I had to write in.

I have lived in Ely for more than 40 years, I have three grown-up children and seven grandchildren and a great-grandchild, who all live in Ely. 

I live in Ely because I choose to live in Ely I would not have bought my house if I never wanted to live here. I would like to know where in Ely Kate has seen such disaster? I do have a sense of humour, but, Kate, I was not laughing when I saw your insulting drawings of Ely.

In all the 40 year I have lived here I have never seen what you portrayed in your drawings.

What I can’t understand is you say you grew up in Bishopston Road which is known as Caerau, so why not draw insulting pictures of your side of Caerau, why do you choose to mock our side of Ely?

Crime and anti-social behaviour is happening throughout Cardiff, not just Ely. I dread to think what people think of Ely after seeing these drawings.

Let’s just hope it doesn’t affect people in Ely who are trying to sell their property, or put people off buying a property in Ely.

So Kate if you want a laugh, please show some respect and don’t do it at Ely’s expense.
Sandra Thomas, Cadvan Road, Ely, Cardiff

Drawings are an insult to Ely
June 28 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

In response to Kate Bassett’s drawings in Tuesday’s Echo, June 24th.
The intentions of these drawings are ‘honourable and obviously tongue-in-cheek’. I don’t think there’s anything honourable about mocking Ely, quite the opposite. I find it very insulting to me and the people who live in Ely.

I grew up in Ely, and now I’m an adult have bought a house here. I have four children who love living here. I am not saying Ely is perfect, we have had anti-social behaviour problems and have suffered with crime. 
However, it is not just happening in Ely. You only need to read the Echo to see this.

We have worked hard as a community by attending PACT meetings, we have had bollards put in place to stop the cars entering our fields, and this has been a great success. I can assure you when I do attend PACT, meetings the room is not full which is a good sign. 
I am fed up with Ely always being put down. There are a lot of hard-working, honest people who live in Ely. We have had famous singers, actors, football players, boxers etc. who lived in Ely, so why not do positive drawings instead of negative?

We have Cardiff Sport using the summer half-term. So Kate if you’ve got spare time on your hands, come and do some drawings of all the children having fun, and put them in the Echo.

Jane Sully, Wilson Road, Ely, Cardiff
Straight to the point

Jul 2 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

* UNFORTUNATELY, Kate Bassett’s Hogarth’s “Gin Lane” approach to portraying Ely and its inhabitants has caused much upset and anguish.

Some weren’t aware that Bishopston Road had such a drug problem. Perhaps she should have engaged with other residents, rather than Labour councillors.

Perhaps Kate would care to join the rest of us in promoting what good humour and neighbourliness there is in the area.

After all, she now appears to be doing well. What about the others who could do with a hand? Surely, the feedback she had from her own family was warning enough.

Paul Kemble,
Highbury Road, Cardiff

* THE image of Ely as depicted by artist Kate Bassett is out of date.

Ten years ago I might have agreed with her but today it is a different story.

Ely has a lot going for it and all the various organisations work extremely hard for the good of the community.

We do not need her negative art. It is hurtful and damaging to an area that has turned itself around in the past few years.

S Rose, 
Epsom Close, Ely, Cardiff
Picture painted of Ely is unfair

Jul 2 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

I MUST say that reading the Echo the other day I felt great disappointment.

It’s a terrible shame that Kate Basset sees Ely like she does, I’ve lived in Ely for over 25 years and have just bought my own property in the area.

Although it has had problems I feel they are no bigger than any other council estate around Cardiff.

Ely is divided between the Cowbridge Rd, Ely on the one side, which Kate has drawn and written about, the side Grand Avenue is on, and then there’s Caerau, the side Bishopston Road is on, and the side Kate is from. The two sides consist of separate funding and separate councillors.

So I found this quite an insult as I would never make Caerau out to be something it is not.

I worked in Caerau and found it very community spirited and full of lovely people who work and respect their area, like Ely does. It seems Ely has a bad name and people just jump on the bandwagon and slag it off, in reality Ely is nothing like that. A lot of good has come out of Ely but we don’t get to hear about that.

I think people should stop living in the past and drag themselves to the year 2008. Maybe Kate in future should take notice of what her family says. If they think they’re being mocked, maybe it’s time to rethink her art work, or at least the names.

Julie Lewis,Llewellyn Avenue, Ely, Cardiff

Kate doesn’t paint a true picture of the Ely I know

Jul 4 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

IN response to Kate Bassett (June 24, 2008):

I am originally from the east end of London and have been living in Ely for 17 years. I feel that her portraits of the area are unfair and unjust.

If, however, she was depicting the east end of London then yes, I would make her right. ]

In the past 17 years that I have lived here, the residents have been friendly, warm and welcoming. I feel she is portraying the minority, as the majority are hard-working and respectable. Is she able to predict the future of Ely?

What with the council trying to take our last remaining green fields away and placing 300 homes there, I can picture this happening.

There will be more families moving into an area which has very little for the children to do as it is. There is no talk of any more schools, doctors and dental surgeries, or any youth clubs to be built to compensate for these extra residents. Where do you think all the children are going to go? On the streets as she portrays!

Allyson Reed,Mostyn Road,Ely, Cardiff

Kate’s drawings were an insult to Ely people

Jul 9 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

THIS is my response to the report about Kate Bassett (pictured) on June 24. I am 18 years old and love to have fun and joke around, however, I would never mock people the way Kate has done.

I have never seen Ely the way Kate as drawn it and I think her drawings show no respect to the people.

I love living in Ely, the people are very nice. Kate’s drawings make out we’re all drunks, we all steal cars and all young girls are pregnant.

I can’t believe she can draw pictures insulting Ely and then have the cheek to put them in the Echo.

We don’t need people like Kate running Ely down we have enough of that already.

Katie Hunt Archer Road, Ely, Cardiff

My Reply: 
A few of your readers have criticised my portrayals of Ely that helped win me the Welsh Artist of the Year: Printmaker Award for 2008 at St David’s Hall.

Jul 11 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

I wonder if you would give me the chance to reply?

Allyson Reed feels my images are “unfair and unjust,” while Paul Kemble says my approach has caused “upset and anguish” and a third reader says: “We do not need her negative art. It is hurtful and damaging.”

They have obviously not studied my prints very carefully because I give the positive side to life in Ely as well as the negative.

The people are usually shown having fun, being happy and carefree.

There will always be a mixed response to any artist’s work, but I have been a close observer of life in west Cardiff since the late 1980s.

I have seen the groups of children, stray dogs and burnt-out cars for myself and I can assure readers these scenes are current and accurate.

Kate Bassett

Say ‘sorry’ to people of Ely

Jul 14 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

SINCE the Echo published the article on Kate Bassett and her idea of how Ely looks especially in the Grand Avenue area, the Echo owes it to the people of Ely to send a photographer and reporter to publish the true picture.

Perhaps next time Ms Bassett visits her family in Bishopston Road, Caerau, she might care to accompany them.

Then she may realise that her drawings are nothing like Ely as it really is.

If these drawings are to be distributed all over the world as has been suggested, what chance have the school leavers got?

I can hear the comments now: “He is from Ely so he must be a thug.”

Kate Bassett owes the people of Ely an apology for drawing such lies.

Let her right the wrong and draw Ely as it really is – but then she might not make so much money.

An Ely resident for over 75 years.

Valerie Berriman, Mill Road, Ely, Cardiff

WE hear so much of the downside regarding today’s youth culture: stabbings, drugs, drunkenness etc.

Jul 21 2008 by Our Correspondent, South Wales Echo 

WITHOUT the back-up of dated police reports confirming her current “visions” of, say, car-burning in Ely, I can only determine that Kate Bassett is either delusional or a liar. Certainly sensationalistic.

Given that my own drawing skills have been deemed to be markedly superior to Ms Bassett’s puerile style, perhaps I could teach her about “perspective”.

Like her “art”, this publicity stunt is decidedly cheap. And, I can add, quite nasty.

Paul Kemble, Highbury Road, Cardiff
